the Forest Officials question him. He pleads that he is the owner
of the land but he cannot produce any documents. He is not able
to produce any permission in writing of the Forest Settlement
Officer. Can the Forest Officials initiate any action against
Somanna?

Section 7 of the Andhra Pradesh Forest Act, 1967, prohibits
the clearing of land, removal of forest produce, etc. So, any
person who contravenes the provisions of Section 7 by making
any construction of house or forming any plantation or sets
fire to a forest notified to be reserved under Section 4 or
trespasses upon the forest area or fells any tree or removes any
forest produce, be punishable under Section 20 of the said Act
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year
or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees. If the
acts committed by any individual relates to sandalwood or
red sandalw7ood, he shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than three months but which
shall not exceed one year and with fine which shall not exceed
ten thousand rupees. So the Forest Officials can prosecute
Somanna under Section 7 r/w. Section 20 of the AJP.Forest
Act, 1967.

476. On information that Ramdev, a resident of Adilabad is
in possession of sandalwood logs, stocked at his house, the forest
officials raid his house and he is found in possession of 20 kgs.
of sandalwood and not having any licence granted by the
Divisional Forest Officer for the same. On interrogation by the
Forest Officials, Ramdev leads the forest officials to a dealer who
has got a licence. On inspection of the premises of the dealer, the
dealer is found to be in possession of two metric tonnes of
sandlwood at two different places, one at notified place and the
other at unnotified area. Whether they are liable for prosecution?

Under Section 32 of the A.P. Forest Act, 1967, no person shall
have in his possession any quantity of sandalwood in excess
of ten kilograms, except under a licence granted by the
Divisional Forest Officer. Under Section 36 of the said Act,
whoever in contravention of the provisions of Section 32
possess sandalwood, shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than three months but which
shall not exceed one year and with fine which shall not exceed
ten thousand rupees. So, the forest officials can prosecute
Ramdev and the dealer for the offence under Section 32 r/w.
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